Bear Bick, 1 2 / 30/91 

At supper last night at Hana's I had a second transitory eshemia, misspelled. I recog- 
nized it by how I felt, Lil by how I looked. This time I sat still until it passed off aMd 
I've been OK since. Even got almost 7 hours sleep last night. I decided to reduce my mn-m-in g 
walking to I can do in the lab building when I get ther' e early for the blood testand 
then will go for the physical therapy, which has tired me. I do not want to get too tired. 
I’ve also delayed going out for the -papers . As I sat and just thought instead of reading 
with considerable satisfaction my mind returned to a NXTimes story I was sent and got Sat. 

Bs not^easy to copy but the part that is important to me wqs easy to copy, jft is en- 
closed or if I write more than this $age, will be dtn the other side thAt, 

I am in the very satisfying position or having said early on, as soon as I knew that 
Stone was basing his movie on Garrison's book - and I said it to him - in different words 
precisely what I've highlighted in the one paragraph I've marked. The Times quotes "several 
studio chiefs" as saying, in different words, exactly what I told Stone and exactly what 
I wrote liim in my second letter to him the day after his very wrong self-defense of what 
I launched through Gardner appeared in the Post. 

I j& also drew a line between fiction and what he said would be non-fiction when he 
claimed a first-amendment right not to be criticized for what he was doing until it 
appeared and was then evaluated. He had said enough so this was not the casej? from Vvi« 
bases for Ms movie. He represented as truthful, the words the executves use and is only 
one that I applied to Ms exploitation and commercialization. I used Ms words, "Mstory" 
and "who" killed JFK7$~"why" ahd "how." 

Hy point in tMs is not to represent myself as Merlin, remembering the future, a Mgh 
compliment once paid me by a temporary cMef counsel of the former House Select Committee 
on Assassination^ who was there when I warned Ms eminent and prominent predecessor, Bick 
Sprague, exactly what was going to happen to him if he proceeded as he disclosed to me that 
he would the first time we met. Nor is it an "I told you so." 

Rather is it an indictment of the publishing industry that duplicates my early Mstory 
with the first WMtewas^, the first book on the Warren Commission. It would have been a run" 
away best seller if brought out by a publisher wMch the incompetent Ivan u bolensky had plan- 
ned to do fay 5/15/6^ before he broke the contract. 

I had more than a hundred rejections internationally for .the first book on the subject . 
signifiJjJant as the subject was then an tit since. The only publisher who expressed any ex- 
citement over it was Pocl^t Books. The editor who read it could not stop and read it over- 
night although he was ill. He told me that with that back, my background, their public- 
relations know-how it would be "another Green |>elt Jungle" and that I would be one of the 

best- known private persons in the country in 1964. Green ^elt Jungle was the best-selling 
book of 1964. As I tMnk I told you, it was approved all the way to the top. There Boris 



S himkln killed it. The ediet? Eugene Prakapis, was honest enough to tell me the reason. It 
was a good reason. I've never used it against them. They had just published a fraudulent 
book, Calories Don't ^oul^t, there had been I think six indictments in federal disterct 
aourt in Brooklyn, and with regard to his unindicted self he saw Whitewa^as "a red flag 
before the charging bull. "He did not want to be added to the indictments and he had at 
the lejist a chance of that happening if he had published Whitewash. They tried to get 
Doubleday to publish it, in my presence. Doubleday s rejection also was honest ."Our 
decidion was not editorial and not easily arrived at." They had a high-letel conferences 
on it. For the rest, there was not a single editorial rejection or criticism. They were 
just afraid and they were afraid when they could see a very profitable book, too. 

When I started what has already been a success, exposing Stone and what he was up to, 
Lardner's story got great national attention. But he did not get any call from any agent 
of/ publisher and neither did I, and he credited me as his source^ 1 . 

I have not stopped to try to analyze this but in thinking of it as I write you now I 
believe it was the same fear and more, fear of Time-Warner and their wealth and influence 
and power in addition to fear of government reaction against the book. 

My mind^ gpes b ack to a very prescient book I read before you were bom, Hoad of Ages, 
by Robert JiSShMI Nathan. You can see if I recall that far back with all the books I've 
read that it impressed me. % telling of the forced emigration! lof the Jews of the world to 
a remote part of Siberia, and this about the time Hitler had just begun to attract attention, 
he postulated that a Jew is primarily something else, a banker, a union organixer, etc. 

Sometimes publishers are something other than publishers, on some issues and subjects. 

Then they do not meet their objigations, to our society, tffe the role in iif in which 
they cast themselves and to their stockholders, who are entitled to^xpect the business in 
which they have invested to make as much money for them as ft can. 

I published a very limited edition of Whitewash 8/65 and for general distribution 
5/7/66. The only real attentoin it got before the annual American booksellers convention 
was, along with Epstein's, then not yet published /wSST a Post story. At the ABA convention 
I can't begin to remember all the cowardly pubishers who praised me for dling what they had 
feared doing, or the great number who .admitted they'd have made quite a# bit of profit from 
it. <*uite few. not one asked me about a sequel or a Second book. This told me they 
saw me as cursed. 

dfhi.r- 

The only^one with what it regarded and had a right to regard as a good reason for 
rejecting the book, which you may not remember, was Parallax then quartered with Grove. 

When she wash reading Oswald in Hew Orleans Ann Weingarten (?) told me she or thdy had 
used a former Newsweek correspondent name Newman as a reader and tha|” he had ^Pi^ized it 
as inaccurate and bad. Newman then had one of the worst of the man/ bad assassination book* 


partly or completely written, of a non-existing red plot based on Oswald getting messages 



by radio from Castro on a very ordinary, very cheap radio he had gotten the- the USSR, a 

radio tliat was like all other household radios , except that it was not as good. Any radio 
, , . , , , , . , Pneatus, 

would have picked up broadcasts afroidCuba on fHe~aa-band^ but Newman had a thing about this 

particular one because it was made in the USSR. He built a book around it — and the damned 

thing was broken, didn't work. ^8 1 JwjjpJ'M'U'i ^ 

So this is how inn&cent Parallax could have followed The Autobiography of Malcolm X 

this another best-seller and didn't. 

How I am convinced that it any publisher had spoken to me when seven months ago 
they had reason to at least suspect that Stone was producing a very bad movie that 
could then have been aborted before birth, the book I then visualized as Hoax: ihs 
u liver Stone's ^ardi (Sras Solution to the JFK Assassination could have been another 
best-seller and would have had a rare history that would have given it a second life. 

Ij^am not disturbed by this and while I am and have been disappointed I note that I 
had the bes/~ night's lleep in Months last night and that when I suppose for most people 
the experience of the transitory Wschemia would have been enough to interf eftewith sleep. 

Having lived the life I've lead I've learned and I think adjusted to the realities 
of my life. Wot quite Nichevo! And I do not begin any project ?mticipating its failure. 

Wot one would have been. But as the past is prologue when it repates itself I'^e already 
lived through it and survived it. 

The latest report on how what could have been expected to be the movie with the 
prospect of being the one with the best attendance record the weekend of its appearance 
is that it was only fifth, eveluated by the experts as only "soso." ^ ^ 
It also did get four nominations for the December Hollywood candidates for honors. 

If the copies of reviews I've gotten from a few areas typical , and I have no 

way of knowing, it is severely criticized, even condemned, more than praised. 

I have the satisfaction of knowing that in the course of my main objective, making 
a record for history, enfeebled at 78 I did it. 

I hope I've succeeded in a second objective, discouraging the whorej. and commercial- 
izers and exploiters and indicating to those who put up the money from investing large 
sums like Warner's W40 million in such projects.'#^ ^ okuk. u-Cw yMtt 

Wow I'll go get the papers! With perhaps more satisfaction than disappointment. 


But first I add that whether from instinct or 
reasoning you appear to have estimated publishers 
on this book or subject correctly. If you had not, 
one would have been in touch with either Lardner 
or me. Mo vw jJvl h^i 


Best, fi 

■ /V 
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Hollywood Wonders About the Message of ‘J. F. K 



